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Climbing to the top to collect honey (mstead of cutting down the tree) helps to preserve the forest ONuria Ortega
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Wildlife

Four generations in one picture: the Echo family

While carrying out their daily task of identifying individual elephants that visit Dzanga Bai, the researchers observed an
adult female known as Echo Il with her younger offspring. There was also Echo Il(ll), the first offspring of Echo Ill, and
a mother herself in the clearing. While this observation is not rare, as these females tend to spend time together
when they gather in the clearing, it became special when Echo herself made her appearance in the bai. This means
that at the same time four generations of one family were together: Echo, her daughter Echo Ill, her granddaughter
Echo llI(Il) and her great-granddaughter Echo llI(II)(ll). Four generations coming together points out once again the
importance of Dzanga Bai for social interactions.
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center, ack) and Echo (right, frot), with the tw younest family members.

Four generations in one picture EchoIII (Ieft),Eco (1) (
O©ELP for the Yang Center/WWF

. Table with the Echo family tree of the adult members regularly seen at Dzanga Bai

Name Bornin First seen # of known offspring
Echo 1967 (estimated) 1990 7
Echo llI 1986 (estimated) 1990 4
Echo 11I(11) 2005 2005 1
EchoV 1999 1999 2
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Several members of the Echo family visit the clearing. Not only did we see the four-generations-gathering but a few
days before we had seen Echo Il with her youngest offspring, her daughter Echo IlI(Il) with her newborn and her sister

Echo V also with her own newborn. While the mothers were feeding on the grass, the infants were inspecting each
other and playing.

First encom]nt.ef of theA newest members of the Echo family . o S Cousms playlng ©ELP for the Yang Center/WWF
O©ELP for the Yang Center/WWF -

The Dzanga Forest Elephant Project and the Mbeli Bai Study (Rep. of Congo) established a collaboration two years ago
in which the team members meet twice per year, once in Dzanga-Sangha and once in Nouabale-Ndoki. The goals of
the collaboration include research on the elephant population that inhabits the forest complex throughout both
protected areas, and capacity building of the African researchers involved in both programs.

In May, a team from DSPA visited the Mbeli Bai in the neighboring Nouabale-Ndoki National Park, Rep. of Congo.
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The Dzanga Elephant Project team in I\/Ibel| bai (NNNP) © ELP for the Yang Center/WWF
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Very early in the month, one of the tracking teams searching for new gorilla groups in the Mongambe area located a
group some three kilometers west of the camp, whose silverback could likely be Mayele's oldest known son called
Mopangu, who had emigrated from the group in 2018 at the age of about 15. The trackers are confident that it is
Mopangu, but we also plan to confirm with DNA analysis through the genetic database of our long-term collaborator,
Prof. Shelly Masi at the National Museum of Natural History in Paris. Observations at the nest sites suggests that the
group comprises at least seven individuals. The silverback allows the team to approach as close as less than 10 meters.
This may greatly reduce the time needed for the habituation process as efforts will now be focused on habituating the
other group members. The group was contacted on 10 days during the month, with a daily average of seven direct
contacts and so far, only three individuals were regularly visible (the silverback, a young female, and a juvenile).

Mopangu, a Mayele son (probably) © Emmanuel Konnyal

Dzanga bai data: based on the number counted every 30 minutes between 11:00 to 16:30 each day of the month.

Species Minimum Average Maximum
m 0 74 135
H 0 5 34
R 0 6 8
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Discover the Biodiversity of the DSPA

Scientific name Hypsignathus monstrosus

English name: hammer-headed bat

Taxonomy:

Class : mammalia
Order . Chiroptera
Family : Pteropodidae
Genus :  Hypsignathus
Specie  :  H.monstrosus

Hypsignathus monstrosus

©Luis Javier Barbadillo

The hammer-headed bat is a megabat widely distributed in West and Central Africa. It is the largest bat in continental
Africa, with wingspans approaching 1m and males almost twice as heavy as females.

Males and females also greatly differ in appearance, including several adaptations that help males produce and
amplify vocalizations. For example, the vocal cords of males are about three times as large as those of females. Also,
males have large resonating chambers on their faces that allow them to produce loud, honking vocalizations to attract
females.

The hammer-headed bat is frugivorous, consuming a variety of fruits such as figs, bananas, and mangoes.

It forages at night and sleeps during the day in tree roots. Individuals may roost alone or in small groups.

It is almost impossible to spend a night in Dzanga Sangha without hearing their loud honking vocalizations.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megabat

Aires Protégées

18

Dzanga - Sgha

WWF
Antipoaching

In May 2023, we presented the results of the Bayanga market study (which lasted a year) to the Bayanga market
women's association (wali Gara) and the local authorities. This study documents the quantity and price of products in
circulation on the markets of the Commune and more particularly wild meat. It provides information on the number
of individual species, kilograms of meat sold, trade patterns, hunting methods, etc.

This study increased our understanding of the local wildlife economy at the market level with particular attention to
the economic resilience of the women involved.

To provide an idea of the past year, 39,203.3 kg of hunting products passed through the Bayanga markets. These

consisted of 26 different species including 4 protected species and hunting products represent 77% of the products on
the market.

These data are very important as we are in the process of developing a participatory management plan of the
community hunting zone
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The Bayanga market women association helped us to make the study © Christian Bassoum

42 regular patrols and 31patrols from the tri-national anti-poaching brigade were conducted. In total 1.677
ranger/days, 2.216 km traveled on foot to cover an area of 2.518 km?2. This resulted in the seizure of 3

manufactured 12-gauge 19-gauge cartridges and 292 kg of meat. In addition, 1.775 metal snares were
dismantled.

15 people arrested, sensitized then released
One fresh elephant carcass was found in the Park.
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Community Development

The Ndima Kali Association continued organizing summer camps, for young people to learn the ancestral way of life of
the Ba’Aka, as part of their mission to promote the transfer traditional knowledge from the older to the younger
generation.

After two years of collaboration with the CURE project, https://projectcure.org/ we have been informed that the
container with all the medical equipment for our hospital, as well as for the health centres in Monassao and
Belemboke, has already left the USA. We hope that this equipment will be installed and operational before the end of
this year.

A physiotherapy session at the Belemboke health center © Melania Gimenez

Main DSPA Health Data Number of patients

Structure Number of patients
Monasao Health Post 469
Belemboke Health Post 497

Total 966



https://projectcure.org/
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Park Administration

With much more delay than initially planned, mainly due to COVID 19, the stands of the new Bayanga stadium are
completely erected.

The new stands © Stef De Bethune

i

Ready to host the next AfCON © Stef De Bethune



Aires Protégées

Y
Dzanga - Sangha

WWF
Tourism and Marketing

Tourists continue visiting DSPA. This month, we received the visit of Filippo Saracco, (Director of the Environment and
Natural Resources program at the EU in the DRC) who has fought for many years for conservation in Africa, mobilizing
funds to support a lot of Protected Areas (including DSPA).

© Anne -Christine Kaufman
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For the last 40 years, Phil Agland, a filmmaker has been making a series of films for television, and since the mid-1980s
a series of films on a Baka family in southeast Cameroon.

Three years ago, a young baby was born into the family and named after his grandfather who was a ‘ntuma’ (Aka
name for a traditional elephant hunter prior to conservation and holder of deep knowledge of elephants). The birth of
the baby generated a discussion among the family of a place they knew, where one could observe many elephants,
Dzanga, and how they wished to take the child there to see what he’s missing from the forests! They journeyed from
their village in southeast Cameroon, across the Sangha River, into Dzanga Sangha and ended up at Dzanga bai.

-

A 40 -year journey! The Baka finally reachmg Dzanga many seeing elephants for the very flrst time. A long trek from their forest home in
Cameroun, where filming of Ali and his family first started 40 years ago” © Phil Agland

An article about Dzanga Sangha was piblished on one of the classic and older Spanish magazines called Querqus.
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Arrivals and departures

Felix Safouet, who has been to DSPA several times to
install solar power plants, will now stay with us for a
year to ensure the maintenance of all solar
installations as well as to train national technicians.

© Luis Arranz

e This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of
WWF CAR and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.



